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under the rule of men who dared not face the truth with
impartiality, even science itself has been severely maimed*
Scientists have been driven out because they would not
consent to teach, as facts, statements which they believed to
be untrue or not sufficiently verified. But there are still
countries where thought is free, and where scientists can
work without fear of being tortured or killed if they write
or say what the rulers do not like. That freedom, the free-
dom of the mind, is perhaps the most precious thing in the
world. If it is lost and not regained, the very * curiosity*
which has made man what he is, the highest of visible living
creatures on this earth, might be killed out. And with its
death what use would there be in the further existence of
man, surviving (if he could survive) as a mere incurious
clod of living flesh and blood?

QUESTIONS AND  EXERCISES

1.  Organize a debate on the following: * Modern science has
brought more misery than happiness into the world.'   Or, write
an essay on this.

2.  What important  discoveries  were  made  by  Lister  and
Pasteur?

3.  Show, from the example of the aeroplane, how one inven-
tion depends on knowledge discovered by previous inventors or
scientists.

4.  Which of Edison's inventions do you consider the most
valuable, and why?

*5- What conditions are necessary for science to make pro-
gress?   How can they be ensured?